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UM UNDERGRADUATES STAR IN RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana’s Phi Kappa Phi honor society will host its Second Annual
Undergraduate Research Symposium on Tuesday, April 28, at UM.
The free, public program will begin at 7 p.m. in Room 304 of the Journalism Building.
The symposium continues PKP’s efforts to call attention to the importance of undergraduate
research in a high-quality university education.
“This is really important,” said chemistry Associate Professor Garon Smith, chair of
this year’s symposium. “For years and years there was no real organized undergraduate
research program on campus, and somehow during the summer between graduation and
graduate school these students were expected to learn how to be researchers. Research
requires a lot of skills different from those needed for just sitting in a classroom. We need to
train our students as early as we can in those skills.”
Six research papers will be presented, and four honorable mention projects will be on
display as posters. In all, 18 undergraduates, either singly or in groups, will have the
opportunity to demonstrate their critical thinking skills and knowledge of research methods.
The presenters of each paper will receive a $100 honorarium, provided by UM ’s Office
of Research and Sponsored Programs. The papers will be published as “The Proceedings of the
Second Annual Phi Kappa Phi Undergraduate Research Symposium, 1998.” UM will host the
National Conference on Undergraduate Research in the year 2000.
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